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Ali: This will 

be my 

last fight 


By TONY FRANCIS 

11EAVYWUG3T champion Muhammad Ali 
11 aniLouiHJs^l yesterday that he v*culd 
retire after his tight against Joe Bugner at 
Metdeka Stadium -an July l. 


All, 3k f-tt'i start¬ 
ing io hurt now") said 
till* at a special Press 
conference at the Kua¬ 
la Lumpur union yes¬ 
terday, 

’My mlod is 99 per 
cent made up,* said AH 
who appeared serious cm 
retlremmL ,J But I will 
make an nfltdbU an¬ 
nouncement JuH be- 
tote I get info 1he ring 


i his i 


iwdfj 
would be before or after 
the light) and that the 
successor would i* 
either Kep Norton, 
George Foreman or 
Frasier. 

‘1 think I have the 
right to 


on July l i 


7 days to big fight 


Madison 
Square Garden. Manila 
and Cairo have alt made 
off era 2 or All to fight 
Frarier. 


Pie my rue 
1 All, •'Usual- 


am going to 
•wxessor to my crown. 7 * 
he added, 

If Ah does retire it 
would mean passing up a 
chance to make UES& 
million by fighting Joe 
Frazier should, he oeat 


He said he had been 
slated to defend his title 
against Frasier and 
Foreman all wlshin the 
neat six months, making 
—- „ It impossible for him to 

Main reasons more time with 

his children. 

"On top cf that, I have 
a movie to make on my 
JJfe story, and college 
lecture engagements" he 


Throughijur the 15- 
mlnute Press conference. 
AH talked or spending 
more time with his wife 
Belinda and tour child¬ 
ren and helping to pro¬ 
mote the teachings of 
Islam These, he said, 
were the main reasons 
for him warning to re¬ 
tire. 


"My wife Belinda broke 
down and cried Ahis 
morning, saying she lias 
nnt seen ■ the children for 
ep long and they are all 
so far away " he added. 



A .Wrumno right fcaitd pmurh and POW* goes the speed ball at Stadium 
I'ffttara Jfesterdav, Muhammad /lit Worked, for fine round; at the bad 
before the seams <?ane teal and the Wither tubint? par traded put like a 
balloon. Then AH. r ilkina his lime, handed the CO up dr (Trace m‘i(h to 
the drifehf or the 5» /an.* at the stmdtum. — Timt^oie bv ROSLJ NWK- 
MtS. 


(Ah and Belinda ha*e 
been in Kuala Lumpur 
since June 10). 

The champion also 
spoke of geuing tired af¬ 
ter 21 years of boxing, of 
a body that is beginning 
to wear out and of start¬ 
ing ta get hurt Ln his 
right* (he suffered a bro¬ 
ken jaw against Ken 
Norton). 

He said that he fdt 
tired after working 15 
round* On the speed bah 


boxing yesterday and 
felt pain in the body. Tegs 
and arms. 

"I know I r ye gotta tali 
soon, 1 know I've gotta go 
sometime. This cant last 
forever. So I am getting 
out ntrw while I am still 
active and retire as 
champion," he said. 

Ali said he would Ilka 
to lead the life of just a 
ordinary person 
he could walk the 5 

with his famtljf sfi._ 

police escort or peoplf 
getting hurt, trying 1 
mob him. 

Last time 

But the thing that 
really made him want 10 
retire, said All, was after 
rMteJing a book ™ Nahjul 
Balagha of Hassrat Ah 
1 sermons. le iters and 
aaytngs (]f Harral All). 

"It showed me there 
are so many things I 
want to do. 'flic book ha* 
so much light and, wls» 
dom. L read it till 1.30 
this morning and that 
was why I didn't go lor 
my morning run. 

"And so after Looking 
Into my b&nfc account* 
i hr disclosed last week 
he has US$2 million in 
cash and another US$3 
mil I inn invested in real 
estate 1 I thought about 
It and looked around 
and decided that 1 will 
retire after the flEht 
against Bugner 

"Thla Win be the last 
time anybody will sac 
Muhammad Ali * in 
aetton" 

in his afternoon 
workout at Stadium 
Negara yesterday. 
All worked at th* speed 
ball for rive rrmnd*. Hid 
seven rounds o| skipping 
and three rounds of 
shadow boxing, His work 
at the speed bill ended 
when he ount'it. 
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